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First 
 
Well-Ordered Priorities 

Haggai 1:1-15 

 1 In the second year of King Darius, on the first day of the sixth month, the word of the LORD came through the 
prophet Haggai to Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua son of Jozadak, the high priest:  

 2 This is what the LORD Almighty says: “These people say, ‘The time has not yet come to rebuild the LORD’s house.’”  
  
3 Then the word of the LORD came through the prophet Haggai: 4 “Is it a time for you yourselves to be living in your 
paneled houses, while this house remains a ruin?”  
  
5 Now this is what the LORD Almighty says: “Give careful thought to your ways. 6 You have planted much, but 
harvested little. You eat, but never have enough. You drink, but never have your fill. You put on clothes, but are not 
warm. You earn wages, only to put them in a purse with holes in it.”  
 
 7 This is what the LORD Almighty says: “Give careful thought to your ways. 8 Go up into the mountains and bring 
down timber and build my house, so that I may take pleasure in it and be honored,” says the LORD. 9 “You expected 
much, but see, it turned out to be little. What you brought home, I blew away. Why?” declares the LORD Almighty. 
“Because of my house, which remains a ruin, while each of you is busy with your own house. 10 Therefore, because of 
you the heavens have withheld their dew and the earth its crops. 11 I called for a drought on the fields and the 
mountains, on the grain, the new wine, the olive oil and everything else the ground produces, on people and livestock, 
and on all the labor of your hands.”  
  
12 Then Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, Joshua son of Jozadak, the high priest, and the whole remnant of the people 
obeyed the voice of the  
LORD their God and the message of the prophet Haggai, because the LORD their God had sent him. And the people 
feared the LORD.  
 13 Then Haggai, the LORD’s messenger, gave this message of the LORD to the people: “I am with you,” declares the 
LORD. 14 So the LORD stirred up the spirit of Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and the spirit of Joshua 
son of Jozadak, the high priest, and the spirit of the whole remnant of the people. They came and began to work on 
the house of the LORD Almighty, their God, 15 on the twenty-fourth day of the sixth month. 

	
  



	
  

                                                              

“It’s not about you. The purpose of your life is far greater than your own personal fulfillment, your peace of mind, or 
even your happiness. It’s far greater than your family, your career, or even your wildest dreams and ambitions. If you 
want to know why you were placed on this planet, you must begin with God. You were born by his purpose and for his 
purpose.”  -  R. Warren	
  

	
  

Intro to the Minor Prophet Haggai:	
  the Book of Haggai is written to a post-exilic community who has 
returned to Jerusalem and failed to rebuild the temple. Pressure from surrounding nations and national 
indifference caused the people not to prioritize the spiritual and Haggai writes to call the people back to 
commitment and well-ordered priorities.  

 

1. We make excuses for wrong priorities (1:3-5) 

 

 

2. We let discouragement take us away from what God has for us (1:13-14) 

 

 

3. What we get in this life is not really what satisfies anyways (1:9-11) 

 

 

4. Let’s consider our ways & change (1:5, 7, 12) 

 

 


